Candidate for Director (Associate Member)
for the 2022 Election

Name: Mary Corbett

Title: Producer
Affiliation: Cresner Media

The success of FCCJ’s next chapter rests with our resilience and preparedness to navigate
through the many challenges and contingencies which continue to face us. Fingers crossed, we are
about to settle down to a new era of ‘with corona’, which of course we hope will be little more than the
proverbial ‘cold’, as many already describe it. Signs that FCCJ events and attendance are making a
comeback, with private bookings increasing and members returning in baby steps to their former
treasured routines at the club, give us hope that the club is on the start line of a new era, wiser for the
important lessons learned and ready to map a successful course in rebuilding the club. I would very
much like to contribute to that important process.

It seems just yesterday that | was writing my first campaign statement in the sunset days at
Yurakucho. Back then, my fellow first time candidates and | thought due diligence and providing a
transparent reporting line to members were the most significant areas of our club governance at a time
of many unanswered questions as we transitioned to Marunouchi. | still believe these are critical
priorities. A proactive and transparent Board with the support of an informed and engaged membership
is the key to our future.

At a recent FCCJ function honouring the work of journalists who braved extraordinary risks to
deliver truth, | was reminded once again of the significant role the club must continue to play in
promoting press freedom, particularly in a region where catastrophic obstacles have been thrust on
many journalists. At the same time, restrictions rendered by COVID on public gatherings, press
conferences, and real time connections with all points across the globe, have increased and accelerated
PAC’s efforts to upgrade technical support and expertise, in spite of severe funding setbacks. That we
are all aware of the collective mission we serve as members of the club will do much to galvanize these
efforts.

With our new General Manager at the helm, a superb new Masukomi sushi service, and the hoped
for bye bye to our old nemesis COVID, we have much reason to expect more quality time at the club this
summer and be reminded of the membership value which FCCJ has always represented. | hope that |
can contribute to the new phase, in particular to lend continuity and benefits of institutional memory, to
map the way forward.
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